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Amadeus had espoused the cause of the Allies in the War of the Spanish
Succession, and from May to September his capital endured the ever-
increasing severities of a rigorous investment. All during this time
Fr. Sebastian was unwearied in his efforts to sustain the spirits and deter-
mination of his fellow-citizens, no less than in his ministrations to the
sick and wounded. On the 7th September, he knew, it is supposed
by inspiration, that relief was at hand, for he ordered a Te Deum to be
sung, and shortly afterwards the allied armies under Prince Eugene burst
through the French lines and raised the siege.
In addition to the sufferings which he inflicted on himself, Fr, Sebastian
had much to endure from others. His students were frequently listless
and inattentive, his lectures to them, as Master of Novices, seemed very
often to bear no fruit, despite the prayer and care he bestowed on these
periodic instructions. He was never tired of exhorting these young
aspirants " to give yourselves to prayer, and try by it to procure first, the
amendment of your faults, then the practice of Christian virtues, and
finally a great love of God " (Advice to Novices*). It is further related that
once> after Fr. Sebastian had resigned the Prefectship of the House, he
was rebuked by the new, and apparently singularly unobservant, Superior
before a stranger " for a love of dissipation 1 " which unmerited reprimand
he bore with his habitual self-effacing submission,
In December, 1709 he seems to have had a presentiment of his approach-
ing death, for he remarked to a friend on parting: '* Till we meet again in
Paradise." On 24th January, 1710, the Blessed Sebastian preached for
the last time, and also consoled a criminal under sentence of death* Next
morning after Mass he was taken ill, and had to keep his bed. After
lingering for several days in great agony but also constant prayer, the
" Apostle of Turin " calmly expired on joth January, having received the
last rites of the Church and begged pardon of the community for any
faults'he might have committed. When asked whether he regretted dying,
Fr. Sebastian replied: "As I have no attachment to anything in this
world, why should I regret leaving itl " Father Sebastian Valfrfc was
declared Venerable by Pius VIII (i 829-30), and beatified by Gregory XVI,
aoth May, 1831,
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